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The classic Seventies sports car is back
from the dead with a bespoke fitting as
Individual as a Saville Row suit

Last updated at 10:01 PM on 8th January 2011

Not long ago | went to a National Lottery bash and met 200 or so past winners. Listening to their stories, | was
fascinated by the first things they bought with their megabucks windfalls. It's never what you think. One bloke won £26
million and bought a fridge and a cooker. Another bought a new front door. One bought a duvet. Far be it from me to
question, but seriously — a duvet?

I know what I'd get: a private plane. At this precise moment I'm very sure of that, because the fat bloke in front of me
keeps bashing his seat back, jamming my tray into my ribs while I'm trying to write and spilling the teeny-tiny can of cola
that the orange-skinned stewardess with eye-watering perfume gave me. Yes, if | won the Lotto I'd never fly economy
again.

& MNeale Haynes

From the outside, the Jensen Interceptor S looks no different - unless you're eagle-eyed enough to spot the AP racing
brake callipers

That just shows that lottery dreams are personal. It’'s what you need, what’s missing in your life, that counts. That
explains the door and the duvet. Those blokes must have been muttering about them for months, and winning a fortune
meant they could finally replace them. | like that.

After a while, though, you're going to have replaced every bit of your house and if you like cars you'll have had one
each from Ferrari, Lamborghini, Porsche... What do you spend the rest on? What you want is a deep, dark need;
something that’'s been missing from your life for so long you’ve almost forgotten, but getting it will make you as happy as
a kid at Christmas.

I'd forgotten about the Jensen Interceptor. Back when | was a nipper this car was tber-cool, mega-stylish and if you
were a millionaire playboy in the decade between Sgt Pepper’s and punk rock, this is what you’'d buy.
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The steering wheel

ltalian-designed but built in West Bromwich with a massive 7.2-litre American V8 up front, it was more expensive than
an Aston Martin, more powerful than an E-type and rarer than a Bentley. It was so legendary that Jenson Button’s dad
named him after it (getting the spelling wrong). And then it disappeared.

Dozens of car firms went to the wall while | was at junior school and with its small, costly output Jensen was never
going to survive, so by the time | was putting car posters on my wall it was a distant memory. In a way, it’s just as well it
faded into history. The reality of cars from those days is that they always, always broke down. So I'm very glad that the
one 'm driving here is not what it seems.

The retro control panel

Resurrected less than a year ago by a group of Jensen-loving businessmen, what you get when you order an
Interceptor now is the body from an original 1976 donor car stripped right down to its skeleton by a 12-man team in a
shed in Banbury — restored and rust-proofed to modern standards, resprayed and then rebuilt with a brand new engine,
gearbox, suspension, propshaft, exhaust, wheels and electrics.
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The leather seats

While they’re doing this you can have a say in how everything’s set up, from the throttle response to the leather, making
each one as individual as a Savile Row suit. No wonder they only make 18 a year.

Arecent buyer let me borrow his, and he’s specified a £20,000 sound system in the boot: turning up The Cult’'s She
Sells Sanctuary and burying the throttle pedal was one of the best driving experiences I've had all year.

This is due to many things, the engine being one — a cutting-edge General Motors 6.2-litre V8 that chucks out 429hp.

They've also replaced the old three-speed box with a four-speed GM auto, added limited-slip differential and given it
independent suspension. The ride is 100 times better than it would have been in Harold Wilson’s day.

From the outside, though, it looks no different — unless you’re eagle-eyed enough to spot the AP racing brake callipers
—and it's the same on the inside. The seats use new leather to the old design. The gauges are identical to the
Seventies ones but new. Just as well, as they never worked properly, either. You can have a sat-nav put in, but | think it
would spoil the effect. All this loving care isn’t cheap, starting at £105,000 and climbing.

More from James Martin...

e JAMES MARTIN: Audi's little run-around is on the pricey side - but it's the best small car on the market 11/01/11

e JAMES MARTIN: Is it a coupé? Is it a 4x4? The Juke looks like something David Attenborough might find in the
jungle 30/12/10

e JAMES MARTIN: The E is Mini's vision of our electric future - but can it compete with the original? 21/12/10

e JAMES MARTIN: The Ariel Atom 3 goes from 0-60mph in 3.2 seconds - now that's what you really want for
Christmas 07/12/10

o JAMES MARTIN: It may be misnamed, but the no-nonsense Suzuki Swift will get Luddites' hearts racing
01/12/10

e JAMES MARTIN: It's only a replica, but you'll feel the earth move when the Shelby Daytona Cobra Coupé flexes
its muscles 24/11/10

¢ JAMES MARTIN: Sporty looks, a throaty roar and enough grip on the twisties to bring one straying-car lover
back to the Audi 17/11/10

e JAMES MARTIN: Will Porsche's sporty SUV dare to get its' feet wet on a gruelling off-road course? 10/11/10

e VIEW FULL ARCHIVE

So what'’s it like to drive an Interceptor after 35 years in limbo?

Well, the first thing you notice is the speed. It's quicker than the brochure stated and at a deep-throated 2,000 revs |
was easily overtaking BMW M3s. When you put your foot to the floor, it drops a gear and blasts ahead with a whine like
my old Corvette. But | actually preferred it in town: it's easy to handle, and I've never driven a car on test that turns
heads like this. Even without the sound system, people were flocking around it in droves when | parked in Chelsea.

And who can blame them? | love cars like this. In fact, | once bought the shell of an old Mustang and filled it with brand
new workings, similar to this, and it was massively rewarding both during and after. It's a way of bringing something
beautiful back to life. Sure, there are some tiny problems with the fit and a few rattles inside, but they’re easily
forgivable.

| wish the blokes behind this resurrection all the best. It's brilliant to see Jensen back on the road. To think that all these
years, | never knew | missed it.

3of11 18/01/2011 14:29



Jensen Interceptor resurrected with bespoke fitting asindividual as...  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/arti cle-1344318/ Jensen-...

=

INIONEN] F

The rear view

£105,000, jensen-cars.co.uk

Engine 6.2-litre V8

Power 429hp

Top speed 160mph

0-60mph 4.5 seconds

Fuel consumption 20mpg

Transmission Four-speed electronic automatic

Standard features 17in aluminium rims in original Jensen style, 13in AP Racing vented disc brakes,
limited-slip differential, full leather interior, new CD/radio

Optional extras All colours, interior trim and ECU-mapping customisable during rebuild
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DRIVE TALKING

What's hot on the road this week

DIFFERENT CLASS

March sees a new generation of Mercedes' best-selling model, the C-class, with a new front grille, interior
and gadgetry, such as drowsiness detection, adaptive cruise control - and internet access. While stationary
you can surf the web on the multimedia screen (linked to your smartphone), and on the move you can
access destination and weather services. Expected to be slightly pricier, starting at around £25,000, the
entire C-class range is now badged BlueEfficiency thanks to new gearing and stop-start; the C220 CDI
manages 59mpg.

| ON THE PRIZE

Also in March is the Geneva Motor Show, which sees the launch of Hyundai's new flagship model. There's
already an i10, i20 and i30 so it's no surprise that the new, larger and more luxurious car (to compete with the
Ford Mondeo/Vauxhall Insignia) will be called the i40. Developed in Germany specifically for the European
market, the i40 promises 'best in class' fuel economy and will come with Hyundai's five-year warranty,
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servicing and roadside assistance.

THE X3 FILES

As we speak, James Martin is test-driving BMW's new X3 crossover, which went on sale in December and
has a six-month waiting list. But they've already announced a new, souped-up model being added to the
range in March: the X3 20dxDrive M Sport specification gets 18in alloys, high-gloss window surrounds and
chrome door sills, sports seats and an M Sport multifunction steering wheel. Prices are to be announced, but
should be around £35,000.

By Simon Lewis

People:
James Martin
Places:

Germany

Comments (1)

e Newest

e Oldest

e Best rated
e Worst rated

View all

Another beautifully articulated ,breakdown of a vehicle, from the appearance,the interior,exterior, the performance. All
guestions answered.! Still waiting for that "coffee table book",somebody,get smart,collate these and turn them into a
fabulously written and well read book,it will earn it's place,on sight,on the coffee table. Well Done love Valerie [Australia]
XXX

- Valerie Scarr, Adelaide, Australia, 09/1/2011 01:35

Click to rate __Rating 2

Report abuse

The views expressed in the contents above are those of our users and do not necessarily reflect the views of
MailOnline.
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GAME REVIEWS

Majin and the Forsaken Kingdom
Designer Yoshiki Okamoto has created a game of some depth and charm that goes beyond superficial Zelda pastiche.

Rock Band Reloaded (iPhone)
One of the new aspects of the game, and the one that differentiates it most from Rock Band is the introduction of live
vocals.

FIFA 2011 (iPhone)
You'll need all 10,000 hours to become an expert in EA Sports' second attempt on the iPhone - and, frankly, | no longer
have the time nor desire to commit to that.

Gran Turismo 5 (PS3)
When the bar had been set so high, it was | suppose always going to be difficult to sail over it completely.

The Sims 3 (PS3/XBox 360)
It's a long time since | played a Sims game but although EA have rung the changes there's a lot that seems comfortable
and familiar in the gameplay.

First review of Call of Duty: Black Ops
Despite the most complicated back story to date, Black Ops represents an incremental advance upon what has gone
before.

e Sport Headlines
Most Read

Hammers confirm Grant stays and promise new arrivals in fight for survival

RUGBY UNION: England's Six Nations bid rocked as captain Moody is ruled out until March
Long live the King! Gerrard tells chiefs to stick with Dalglish for long haul

Liverpool warned to up Van Bommel bid or risk missing out on Dutchman

I'll head back to Milan in two years! Balotelli stuns City with fresh plea

PSG forward Luyindula hints he would be interested in West Ham move

Berbatov aiming to top goal charts and fire Manchester United to title

Rooney's not even the best striker in Manchester! Balotelli blasts United rival
Everyone's a winner! Babel eyes Ajax move to clear path for Suarez

Villa shouldn't waste their money on Grade D Bent, insists Collymore

Carver comes back home to Newcastle as No 2 to manager Pardew

Bolton close to finalising £3m deal for Middlesbrough defender Wheater

Silverware is silverware! FA Cup should be top priority, insists Man City star De Jong
Leicester City boss Sven Goran Eriksson wants Thierry Henry to be a sly old Fox
AUSTRALIAN OPEN: Murray pleased with opening victory as Marchenko awaits
AUSTRALIAN OPEN: Cruise control! Nadal eases into second round as crocked Daniel retires
AUSTRALIAN OPEN: All the scores from the season's first grand slam

AUSTRALIAN OPEN: Clijsters embarrasses former world No 1 Safina in first round
GOLF: Olazabal succeeds Montgomerie to captain Europe in 2012 Ryder Cup
CRICKET: Australia's World Cup plans rocked with Hussey doubtful after surgery
MORE HEADLINES

Liverpool step up bid to sign Ajax ace Suarez as King Kenny's first addition
Suarez tops Dalglish's wanted list as Ajax striker is stripped of captaincy
Villa pounce for £24m Bent as Bruce turns to Spurs striker Pavlyuchenko
Manchester City move to hijack Arsenal's deal for Oxlade-Chamberlain
Graham Poll: Rooney should have gone off with Rafael at Tottenham

Colin Young: Bent's fantasy deal brings Sunderland crashing back to earth
EXCLUSIVE: Leicester boss Eriksson wants Henry to be a sly old Fox
Dunne deal? Arsenal make enquiry about highly-rated Villa defender
Ferguson moves for Lyon left-back Bastos as replacement for Evra

Long live the King! Gerrard tells chiefs to stick with Dalglish for long haul
Shameful Sunday: 'My kids love football... but I'm scared they'll be hurt'
Spurs hit by Palace plans to relocate to nearby National Sports Centre
Premier League convinced Chelsea and Man City have no UEFA cash fears
Rooney's not even the best striker in Manchester! Balotelli blasts United rival
Hammers stick with Grant as O'Neill turns down chance to take over at Upton Park
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o Jeff Powell: MMA won't go away so it's time for prizefighters to box clever
o Hammers confirm Grant stays and promise new arrivals in fight for survival
[ ]
[ ]

So Grant stays at West Ham... but can the wounds really be healed?
MOST READ IN DETAIL

GADGET REVIEWS

HTC Trophy smartphone (Windows 7)
With a large 3.8 inch screen and capacitive touchscreen it ticks most boxes without really coming through with one
standout feature.

SmartBox 8320HD - Fetch TV Freeview box that delivers
Having tried Freeview twice before it would need something different to lure me back in.

Denon AH-NCB800 active noise-cancelling headphones
The newest recruit in the range of high-end headphones come in at the high end, pricewise, at just under £250.

MacBook Air: Fast, sleek and impossibly thin
The Air is an undeniably beautiful object, as virtually every Apple product released in the Steve Jobs era has been.

JCB Toughphone Sitemaster : the sturdy mobile that floats
Sometimes it is not all about how sexy your phone is - and the JCB range of mobile handsets promises to be tough.

Polar FT2 : Decent entry-level heart rate monitor
Along with time and date, the training computer displays a summary of your latest workout and records how fast your

heart is beating.

e Today's headlines
e Most Read

e Gay couple both win £1,800 damages from Christian hotel owners who unlawfully refused them a double room
e Canoe man freed after serving just half his sentence... and he could get £20,000 benefits

30,000 pupils branded as bigots: Teachers log 'racist’ and 'homophobic' jibes in playground squabbles, even at
nursery

Inflation jumps to 3.7% - and it's set to get worse, raising fears of soaring interest rates

£1TRILLION: Our National Debt

Cameron attacks Thatcher for failing to 'respect' public sector

Blair misled MPs on legality of war, reveals Goldsmith

Boyfriend joins Jo's family in TV plea

A minimum price for alcohol... but beer can STILL be sold for just 38p
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e 'Only interns will get top graduate jobs'

e Woman reveals the horrific scars caused when ex-boyfriend turned her into a human fireball

Who's the lucky lady? Italy kept guessing as Berlusconi reveals 'lI've been in a stable relationship since | split
with my wife'

Schoolboy uses GPS technology to track down mother's £230 phone

Grandma on acid! Researcher finds rare footage of 1950s housewife's first 'trip' in LSD experiment

Strip bar waitress, 56, teased about her age wins $60,000 payout in discrimination case

Pregnant schoolgirl, 15, and unborn baby die

Three people killed and baby injured in car crash on the M4

Bad dog! Singing puppy toy for toddlers turns the air blue with four-letter ditty

70% of poor teenagers will drop out of school if education allowance is scrapped, says study

Woman kayaker's lung sliced open in attack by flying barracuda

Drink-driving soldier who ran over policeman spared jail because he's needed to clear mines in Afghanistan
Mother and daughter arrested after torturing and killing animals and living with the corpses

Mother-of-two spends £8,000 inheritance on a gastric sleeve to lose 12 STONE

CCTV reveals lone woman rushing to save defenceless man during mob attack - as onlookers simply watch
Crash and carry! Narrow escape for shoppers as driver ploughs through store-front while parking

Asylum seeker who Kkilled girl in hit and run 'SHOULD be deported', says immigration minister

British couple sentenced to eight months in Spanish prison for building retirement villa on protected land
Cheese! Riley the smiley dog celebrates his second birthday with a toothy grin and a cupcake

MORE HEADLINES

Pregnant schoolgirl, 15, and unborn baby die after 'she suffered heart attack'

Schoolboy uses GPS technology to track down mother's £230 phone after it was stolen in nightclub

Canoe man freed after serving just half his sentence for insurance swindle... and he could get £20,000 benefits

Gay couple both win £1,800 damages from Christian hotel owners who unlawfully refused them a double room

Swedish princess finds love again with New York Prince Charming

Parents who arrived 10 minutes late for baby daughter's funeral are told: 'We've already buried her'

CCTV reveals lone woman rushing to save defenceless man during mob attack - as onlookers simply watch

Why you should never walk and text: Distracted woman falls into shopping mall water fountain

Woman reveals the horrific scars caused when ex-boyfriend turned her into a human fireball

Inflation jumps to 3.7% - and it's set to get worse, raising fears of soaring interest rates

End our torment: Boyfriend joins Joanna Yeates' family in a plea to those shielding her murderer

30,000 pupils branded as bigots: Teachers log 'racist' and 'homophobic' jibes in playground... even at nursery

Bad dog! Singing puppy toy for toddlers turns the air blue with four-letter ditty

Wife of Tunisian president fled riot-torn country with 1.5 TONNES of gold (that should help feed the son-in-law's

pet tiger)

Mother and daughter arrested after torturing and killing animals and living with the corpses

Revealed: How even German civilians killed concentration camp inmates on infamous 'death marches'

£1TRILLION: Our National Debt pushes through barrier to reach £40,000 per household

Three people killed and baby injured in car crash on the M4

U.S loses appetite for Jamie Oliver as 75 LA school districts turn away his Food Revolution show

Afinal kiss goodbye: Groom carries honeymoon murder bride's coffin into church where they married 18 days

ago

Strip bar waitress, 56, teased about her age wins $60,000 payout in discrimination case

e Grandma on acid! Researcher finds rare footage of 1950s housewife's first 'trip' in LSD experiment

e 'Only interns will get good graduate jobs': It's not just rising college fees... students must be prepared to work
unpaid too

o Whistleblowing model sacked for revealing £300,000 'theft' from jail charity

MOST READ IN DETAIL
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The Savile Row CompanyFine English Tailoring Since 1938January Sale With 75% Offwww.SavileRowCo.com
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